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Look upon the Play-houfe as a World within 

it felf. They have lately furnifhed the Mid- 

dle Region ef it with a new Sett of Meteors, 

in ordet to give the Sublime to many modern 
Tragedies. I was there laft Winter at the firft Re- 
hearfal of the new Thunder, which is much more 
deep and fonorous than —— made ufe of. 
They have a Saimonens behind the Scenes, who 
plays it off with great Succefs. Their Lightnings 
are made to flafh more briskly than heretofore 5 
their Clouds are alfo better furbelow'd, and more 
voluminous 3 not to mention a violent Storm. lock-. 
ed up in a great Cheft that is ge for the Tem- 
pet. They are alfo provided with above a Dozen 
wers of Snow; which, as I am informed, are 
the Plays of many unfuccefsful Poets artificially cut 
and fhreaded for that Ufe. Mr. Rimer’s Edgar is 
to fall in Snow at the next acting of King Lear, 
in order to heighten, of rather to alleviate, the 


Diffrefs. of that unfortunate Prince ; and to ſerve 


by way of Decoration: toa Piece which that great 
Crisick has writtep.againt. © 2s 


I do not indeed wonder thatthe Actors fhould 
be fuch profeffed Enemies to thoſe among our Na- 
tion who are commonly known bythe Name of 
Criticks, fince it is a Rule among thefe Gentlemen 
te fall upon a Play, not becaufe it is ill. written, 
but becaufe it takes. Several of them lay it down 
as a Maxim, That whatever Dramatick Perfor- 
mance has a long Run, muft of Neceffity be 
good for nothing; as tho” the frit Precept in 
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Poetry were uot to pleafe. Whether this ‘Rdle 


holds good or not, I fhall leave to the Deternmna- 


tion of thofe who are better Judges than my felf =" 
If ‘it does, I atn fure it tends véry much to the 


Honour of thofe Gentlemen who have eftablifhed 
it; few of theit Pieces — been diſgraced b 

a Run of three Days, and moit of them being - 
exquifitely written, that the Town would téver 
give them mote than one Night's Hearing. ; 
I have a great Eftéem for a true Critick, ſuch 'a¢’ 
Ariftorle an Lo inus among the Greeks, Horace ab ! 
Quintilian among the Romans, Boileau and Dacie? a- 
mong the French. ‘But it is our, Misfortune, that 


fome who fet up, * profeſſed Criticks toe 
t u 


are fo ftupid, that they,do not kaow haw to put, 
ten Words together with Elegance’ dr common Pto. 
priety, and withalf {0 illiteraté, that they have.no 
afte of the I¢arned Languages, , and therefore 
criticife upon old Authors only at fecond-hand. 
They judge of them by what others have writ- 
ten, and not ‘by any Notions they have of the 


u& 


. Authors themfelvés. The Words Unity, AGion, 


Sentiment, and Diction, pronounced’ with ‘an’ Ait’ 
of Authority, give them.a Figure among unleagn- 
ed. Readers, who are apt to believe’ shey are very 


decp, becaule they-are unintelligible. The ancient 


Criticks are full-of the Praifes af their Contempos. 
raries; they difcover Beauties which e{caved’ 
the Obfervation of the Vulgar, and very often find’ 
out Reafons for palliating and excufing fuch little 
Slips and Over fights as were committed in the 
| Writings’ 
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Writings of cminent Authors. On the contrary, 
moft of the Smattetersin Criticifm who appear 
among us, make it their Bufinefs to vilify and de- 
preciate every new Produéction that gains Applaufe, 
to defcry imaginary Blemifhes, and to prove by 
far-fetch’d Arguments, that what pe for Beauties 
in atty celebgfted Piece are Faults. and Etrors. 
In fhort, the: Writings of theſe Cyiticks com- 
a with thofe of the. Anciemes, 

orks of the Sophifts compared with thofe of 
the old Philofophers. 


Envy and Cavil are the natural Fruits of Lazi- 
nefs and Ignorance; which was probably the 
Reafon, that in the Heathen Mythology @omus is 
faid to be the Son of Nox and Somnw, of Dark- 
nefs and Sleep.. Idle Men, who have not been 
at the Pains to accomplifh or diftinguifh them- 
felves, are very apt to detra& from others 5 as ig- 
norant Men are very fubje& to decry thofe Beau- 
ties in a celebrated Work which they have not 
Eyes to difcover. Many of our Sons of Momus, 
whe dignify themfelves by the Name of or 
are the genuine Defcendants of thefe two illuftri- 
ous Anceftors. They are often led into thofe nu- 
merous Abfurdities, in which they daily inftruc& 
the People, by not confidering that, 1/#, There is 
fometimes a greater Judgment fhewn in deviating 
from the Rules of Art, than in adhering to them 3 
and, adly, That there is more Beauty in the Works 
of a great Genius who is ignorant of all the Rules 
of Art, than in the Works of a little Genius, who 
not only knows, but ftrupuloufly obferves them. 






,. We may often take Notice of Men who are 
erfectly acquainted with ali the Rules of good 
riting, and notwithftanding choofe to depart 
from them on extraordinary fions. I could give 
Inftances out of all the Tragick Writers of Anti- 

aity who have fhewn their Pe ment in this 

articular, and purpofely receded from an efta- 
blifh’d Rule of the Drama, when it has made way 
for a much higher Beauty than the Obfervation of 
fu;h.a Rule would have been. Thofe who have 
fyryeysd the nobleft Pieces of Archite&ture and 
—5 both ancient and modern, ‘know very 
well that there are frequent Diviations from Art 
in the Works of the greateft Mafters, which have 
produced a much nobler Effe& than a more accu- 
rate and exa&t way of Proceeding could have done. 
This ..often arifes from what the Italians call the 
Guſto Grande in thefe Arts, which is what we call 


the, Sublime in Writing. 


_ In the next Place, our Criticks do not feem fen- 
fible that there is more Beauty inthe Works of a 
reat Genius who is ignorant of the Rules of Art. 
then in thofe of a little Genius who knows ani 


abferves them. It is of thefe Men of Genius 


e like the | 


that ‘Terence fpeaks, in oppofition to the little, arti- 
ficial Cavillers of his Time ; a ae 


Quorum emulari exoptat negligentiam 
Porits, quam iftorum obf{curam diligentiam. 


A Critick 
Succefs of tis Play, as Dr. South telle'usa Phyfi- 
an has at the Death of a: Patiert, That ‘be wa 
killed fecundum artem. Our inimitable rg. 
is a Stumbling-block to the whole Tribe of thefe 
rigid Criticks. Who would not rather read one of 
his Plays, where there is not_a fingle Rule of the 
Stage obferved, than any ProduGtion of a modern 
Critick, where there is not one of them violated ? 
Shakefpear was indeed born with all the Seeds of 
Poetry, and mayibe,compared. to the Stone in Pyr- 
rhus's Ring, which, as Pliny tells us, had the Figure 
of Apollo and the Nine Mufes in the Veins of it, 
produced by the fpontaneous Hand of Nature, 
without any Help from Art. ) 


⸗ 4 — 8 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


This Day is publifhed, the fecond Edition (to 
which — a compleat Key) of — 
The Adventures of RIVELLA, or the Hiftory 


of the Author ef the tour Volumes of the New Atalntis, with Se- 
cret Memoirs and Manners of leveral confiderable Perfuns her Co- 
temporaries, viz. 3. The Chara&er of the Dutchels of Mazar 
2. Of Count Fortunatus, 3. of Richard Steele, Efg; 4. The Ig 
trigues of Hilaria. 5. The forprizing Amours of sic Petct:Vai 
live and Mrs, Settee. 6, An, Atccup: of the great Law Suit 
tween Lord Cratty and Baron Mcanweil, Printed for J. Rober 
—— Laoe, Pr.1s. 6d. ftitched, 25. 
Calf. 


The mboft Noble Volatile Smeling-Bottle in she, 
World, which finclPd to, momentarily fetches the moft diſma / Dune 


or Swooning Fits, and in a Minute removes Fiushing, Vapours; Dulnt]s, 
Head-Ach, Megrims, yc. it takes off all beavy Sleepinefs, ‘retards. 


Swoonings, keeps up the Spirits to a Miracle ; and by its We admits-of 
meh k —* — — enlivens the er — 


no Faintings. 
and makes che arful although never fo fad, and in Moment raifes 
the fenfiive Faculties: It w alfo to be taken inwardly ty Draps,. which 
effetiually takes off and Eradicates the yery coulo; for it. popently re-. 
licves, comforts and ſirengtbens the Brain, creates and corrotorates a 
Stomach, removes Sicknt{s from it, belps DiseRion, tleanfes the * 
and in a Word, ie tbr 5* Cepbulitk, Stomatick, Bypasick, ana 
powerful Aromatick pofible ; therefore. is extrome nccaffiry for Gem. 
tiemen, Ladies, &c. Is fold onty’ 
e = i eae a ak oe ee * Ms at ithe: 
Adem- Buc. ure-Si ain . ns cP iu Fleetprect, 
at 25. 6d, each, with pritted Diveétions, ~ —— 


* — mE 
This Day is publifhed, (being the lait Patt) the 
' + fecond Edition of, are | 

A fartl r Hue and Cry after Dr. Sw---t 5 coi. 
filling of fome curious Pieces, Puvlithed from tie Original Manu- 
icripts, by Timothy Brocade of Putney Big; late Author of the Bka- 
miner, viz. 1. A Genuine Epiltle from M-----w P---r at Baris, to 
Dr. Sw--t at Windfor, forhe time before the Peace. 11. ‘A Letter 
to Sir Patrick Lawles, late the Pretender’s Nuncio.: IU... An'Odertp: 
the Pretender, whiten by feveral Hands in Grecowich Park: . iV. 
Earl Mortimer’s Fa!l, a Fragment, Ail found in the Dottor’s Chiani- 
oe * his Departure, Printed for J. Roberts in Warwick-Lane. 
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to be carry’ in their Pockets. 





LONDON: Printed by S. BUCKLEY in Avten-Cornr, and 
J. ToNSON m the Strand; where Advertifements are taken in. 


y have the fame Confolation if the ill * 


Sheep, 26. 6d. bunrd ia - 








